
Please Note: These minutes are pending Board approval. 
Board of Education 

Newtown, Connecticut 
 

Minutes of the Board of Education meeting held on May 23, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. in the Reed 
Intermediate School Library, 3 Trades Lane.    
 
 D. Zukowski, Chair     C. Melillo 

J. Vouros, Vice Chair     A. Uberti 
D. Ramsey, Secretary  (absent)  T. Vadas (absent) 
D. Cruson               40  Staff   

 J. Kuzma  (absent)             50  Public    
J. Larkin (absent)      1 Press  

 A. Plante 
 K. Kunzweiler          
 D. Godino  
 
Item 1 – Executive Session 
MOTION: Mr. Vouros moved that the Board of Education go into executive session to discuss a 
personnel request and invite Mr. Melillo.  Mrs. Plante seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
Executive session began at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Ms. Zukowski called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Item 2 – Pledge of Allegiance 
Item 3 – Action on Executive Session Item 
MOTION: Mr. Vouros moved that the Board of Education support, as recommended by the 
Superintendent, Amy Oberlander’s request pertaining to Article 31.2 of the teacher contract. 
Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
Ms. Zukowski noted that two Board members were unable to attend the meeting. 
 
Item 4 – Celebration of Excellence 
Mr. Melillo spoke about the Profiles in Professionalism awards which are given to teachers and 
other staff members who have been recognized by their colleges in being excellent in what they 
do.  The following received the award: Claire DeSisto, grade 3 teacher at Middle Gate School, 
Kristin English, English teacher at Newtown High School, Jessica Fonovic, math specialist at 
Reed Intermediate School, Leigh Anne Hildebrandt, art teacher at Newtown Middle School, 
Elizabeth Krupa, Technology Database Administrator, Dana Manning, Newtown High School 
assistant principal, Lisa Marlin, clerk in Sandy Hook School, Julie Mauri, library media clerk in 
Newtown Middle School, Lisa Pavia, paraeducator at Hawley School, Fernando Pereira, School 
Resource Officer, Newtown Middle School, Lina Silveira, Reading and Language Arts 
Consultant at Middle Gate School, and Jennifer Soloman, special education paraeducator at 
Head O’Meadow School.  A reception followed. 
 
Item 5 – Consent Agenda 
MOTION: Mr. Vouros moved that the Board of Education approve the consent agenda which 
includes the Newtown High School Spain Student Exchange Program.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 6 – Public Participation 
Item 7 – Reports 
Chair Report: Ms. Zukowski reported that Michelle Hiscavich shared that the district won the 
Best Communities for Music Education Award from the NAMM Foundation.  The Capstone 
projects were being presented this week at the high school. 
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Superintendent’s Report: Mr. Melillo said there was an uptick in COVID cases in the elementary 
schools.  May 15 he attended the CAPSS Superintendent/Student Award Ceremony at the 
Amber Room in Danbury.  The students who received the awards are Clare Csaszar and 
Talmage Bacon from Newtown Middle School and Kate Shirk and Stephen Cook from Newtown 
High School.  We completed negotiating the education personnel and custodian and 
maintenance contracts and will bring them to the Board for approval. 
 
Committee Reports 
Mr. Cruson said the Policy Committee met May 3 and continue to discuss the administering of 
medicine policy and employee safety and student health services.  They are almost finished 
with the 4000 series employee policies. 
 
Mrs. Plante said the CFF Committee met May 18 and had an update on the Hawley project.  
The new director of facilities will begin June 5.  The also discussed proposed budget 
adjustments. 
 
Mr. Cruson went to the Middle School production of Newsies which was well attended.  He also 
attended the 4th grade chorus/recorder concert at Head O’Meadow School last night. 
Mr. Vouros went to the middle school band and chorus concert which was spectacular. 
 
Students Report: 
Ms. Kunzweiler reported that AP exams were finished.  The Chess Team finished second in the 
Danbury Scholastic Chess League tournament.  Various field trips have also been taken.   
 
Mr. Godino stated that the junior and senior proms were held this month.  Girls tennis finished 
first place in SWC’s and the girls and boys track team took first place.  Senior Spirit Week 
began this week.  The Class of 2023 Demi-Decile students and CABE award winners were 
announced.  Regarding the banning of books from the libraries, they asked those members who 
voted in favor of the ban to reconsider their decision. 
 
Financial Report: 
MOTION: Mr. Vouros moved that the Board of Education approve the financial report and 
transfers for the month ending April 30, 2023.  Mr. Cruson seconded. 
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 8 – Old Business 
Item 9 – New Business 
Chartwells Contract Renewal: 
MOTION: Mr. Vouros moved that the Board of Education approve a one-year renewal 
“Amendment No.1” to Compass Groups USA, Inc., by and through its Chartwells Division initial 
agreement for food services dated August 23, 2022 with an effective date of July 1, 2023 
through June 30, 2024.  The terms and conditions in the original agreement as amended will 
apply.  Mrs. Plante seconded.   
 
Mrs. Vadas said this was a five-year contract with four renewal periods.  The only amendment 
we have is that they can adjust their administration fee and they will be going up.   
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Continuation of School Activities Fund Accounts: 
MOTION: Mr. Vouros moved that the Board of Education approve the continuation of the school 
activities fund accounts.  Mrs. Plante seconded.   
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Mrs. Vadas suggested bringing these accounts to the Board in August when they are closed. 
Mr. Zukowski would bring it to the CFF Committee prior to August. 
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
First Read of Policy 4-301 Appointment of Duties of School Medical Advisor to be rescinded:   
Mr. Cruson stated that Suzanne D’Eramo, Anne Dalton and Karen Powell didn’t feel the need 
for this policy and would adopt the new one. 
 
First Read of Policy 4215.1 Evaluation of School Nurses: 
Mr. Cruson stated the old policy is 4-302.  Cabe said the existing policy was fine but a change 
was made to bring it in alignment with the current practice. 
 
Minutes of May 2, 2023: 
MOTION: Mr. Vouros moved that the Board of Education approve the minutes of May 2, 2023.  
Mrs. Plante seconded. 
 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved to amend the motion to append the Special Review Committee 
Report to the minutes.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously.  
Main motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 10 – Public Participation 
 
Evelyn Weinberger, 17 Sweet Briar Lane, spoke about book challenges.   
 
Therese O’Sullivan spoke about the last meeting and book challenges. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Vouros moved to adjourn.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 11 – Adjournment  
The meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
              Deborra Zukowski 
             Chair 
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