Newtown Board of Education
Newtown, Connecticut
Connecticut and Instruction Subcommittee

Minutes from the Board of Education Subcommittee meeting held on Tuesday, February 14,
2023.

J. Larkin J. Vouros K. Longobucco
D. Ramsey A. Marks A. Uberti

J. Vouros called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m.
J. Vouros moved to approve the minutes from the 1/24/23 meeting.
D. Ramsey seconded the motion

Public Participation: None

Presentation of Myth & the Modern World — A. Marks, K. Longobucco

Abigail Marks gave an overview of the curriculum that was formerly called Modernism and
Mythology, stating that the title did not clearly depict what was taught and therefore it was
renamed. This is a senior English, half-year elective course. It is taught at the college prep and
honors level and there is also a co-taught section. Approximately 100 students per year enroll in
the course. Jim Rovello and Michelle Toby collaborated on the revision of the curriculum in
order to incorporate the components of a concept-based curriculum as well as to ensure
alignment with standards and differentiated assessments.

There are three units in the course:

Unit 1: Story & Archetype
Conceptual Lens - patterns and meaning

Ms. Marks noted that when the course is offered in the fall semester, students work on
dreading the college essay that fits in nicely with the idea of storytelling.

Unit 2: The Hero with a Thousand Faces
Conceptual Lens - Systems and Agency

Unit 3: The Great Goddess
Conceptual Lens: Power & Perspective

K-4 Reading Update — A. Uberti

A. Uberti shared that she has now shifted to focus on completing the waiver for the CSDE and
developing a comprehensive professional development for next year. She shared that she is in
the process of developing the 23-24 school calendar and that it has been helpful to be able to
create the calendar with the professional development needs in mind. Ideally, the professional



development for teachers in grades K-4 can be incorporated into the teachers’ workdays since
the alternative would bring significant cost to the district, as teachers must be paid at the rate of
$200 a day to attend summer training. This would be in addition to the cost of paying for the
trainers. She reviewed the tentative professional development plan. Ms. Larkin requested that
Ms. Uberti create an outline of the professional development. That outline is attached to the
minutes.

There were no Assistant Superintendent updates.

Public Participation: None

1. Vouros adjourned the meeting at 11:56 a.m.
D. Ramsey seconded the motion.

Respectfully submitted,
Donna Norling

THESE ARE DRAFT MINUTES AND ARE SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE CURRICULUM AND
INSTRUCTION COMMITTEE.
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