
 
  
  
 
 THIS MEETING IS NOT BEING LIVE-STREAMED AND ACCESS BY PHONE IS NOT AVAILABLE 
 
 Board of Education Meeting      Reed Intermediate School Library 
 January 16, 2024       3 Trades Lane, Newtown, CT 

         7:00 p.m. 
 
As citizens of our community, we will conduct ourselves in accordance with Newtown’s Core Character Attributes as  
displayed in our character tree.  We will be responsible for our actions and show respect for each other.  We will interact 
peacefully, productively, and politely.  We will be trustworthy and honest and show compassion toward others.  Newtown’s 
continued success is contingent upon our ability to persevere, to follow through with our commitments, and to stay focused  
on the greater good. 

AGENDA 
    

 Item 1   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 Item 2   CONSENT AGENDA 

• Donation to Newtown High School 
• Newtown High School April 2025 ACIS Trip    
• Correspondence Report 

  
 Item 3   **PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
  
 Item 4   REPORTS 

• Chair Report 
• Superintendent’s Report 
• Committee and Liaison Reports 
• Student Representatives Report 

 
Item 5   PRESENTATIONS 

• Superintendent’s Overview of the 2024-2025 Budget 
 
Item 6   LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – Senator Tony Hwang 
 
Item 7   OLD BUSINESS 

• Second Read and Possible Action on Policy 1700 Possession of 
Deadly Firearms or Deadly Weapons 
 

Item 8   NEW BUSINESS 
• Action on Minutes of December 19, 2023 
• Action on Minutes of January 4, 2024 
• Action on Minutes of January 9, 2024 

 
Item 9    PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Item 10  ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
**During the first Public Participation, the Board welcomes commentary regarding items on the agenda.  After being recognized, 
please state your name and address for the record.  We request that speakers be respectful and limit comments to not more 
than three minutes.  The Board of Education does not discuss personnel items or student matters in public.  During the second 
Public Participation, commentary may address the agenda or may introduce issues for the Board to consider in the future.  The 
Board does not engage in dialogue during either public comment period.  If you desire more information or answers to specific 
questions, please email the BOE: NewtownBOE@newtown.k12.ct.us   

mailto:NewtownBOE@newtown.k12.ct.us








 

           P1700(a) 
Community Relations 

Possession of Deadly Firearms or Deadly Weapons 
 
I. Definitions  
 
As used in this Policy 1700(a), the following terms have the meaning set forth herein: 
 

A. Deadly Weapon means any weapon, whether loaded or unloaded, from which a shot 
may be discharged, or a switchblade knife, gravity knife, billy, blackjack, bludgeon, or 
metal knuckles [Ref. Conn. Gen. Stat. § 53a-3(6)] 

B. Firearm means any sawed-off shotgun, machine gun, rifle, shotgun, pistol, revolver, or 
other weapon, whether loaded or unloaded, from which a shot may be discharged. 
[Ref: Conn. Gen. Stat. § 53a-3 (19)] 

 
C. Real Property means the land and all temporary and permanent structures comprising 

the Newtown Public School District’s elementary and secondary schools, 
administrative office buildings, and operational facilities.  Real Property includes, but 
is not limited to, classrooms, hallways, storage facilities, theaters, gymnasiums, fields, 
and parking lots. 

 
D. School-Sponsored Activity means any activity sponsored, recognized, or authorized by 

the Newtown Board of Education and includes activities conducted on or off school 
property. [Ref: Conn. Gen. Sta. § 10-233a(h)]. 

 
II. Prohibition of Deadly Weapons and Firearms 
 
In accordance with Conn. Gen. Stat. § 29-28(e) and § 53a-217b, the possession and/or use of a 
Deadly Weapon or Firearm on the Real Property of the Newtown Public School District, on 
school transportation, or at a School-Sponsored Activity, is strictly prohibited by the Board of 
Education, even if the person possessing the Deadly Weapon or Firearm has a permit for such 
item, and even if the person intends to traverse school property with an unloaded Firearm or Deadly 
Weapon for the purpose of gaining access to public or private lands open to hunting or for other 
lawful purposes.  
 
III. Limited Exceptions  

 
Notwithstanding the foregoing prohibition of Deadly Weapons or Firearms, a person in lawful 
possession of a Deadly Weapon or Firearm may possess such item on the Real Property of the 
Newtown Public School District, on school transportation, or at a School-Sponsored Activity 
pursuant to the following limited exceptions: 
 

(A)  Peace Officers 
 

A person in lawful possession of a Deadly Weapon or Firearm bringing such item on the 
Real Property of the Newtown Public School District, on school transportation, or at a 
School-Sponsored Activity, is a peace officer, as defined by Conn. Gen. Stat. § 53a-3, and 
is engaged in the performance of his or her official duties; or 
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(B) Armed School Security Officers 

 
The person in lawful possession of a Deadly Weapon or Firearm bringing such item on the 
Real Property of the Newtown Public School District, on school transportation, or at a 
School-Sponsored Activity, is an armed security officer employed by the Board of 
Education to provide security services pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-244a, and is 
engaged in the performance of his or her official duties; or  

 
(C)  Off-Duty Qualified Law Enforcement Officers 

 
The person in lawful possession of a Deadly Weapon or Firearm bringing such item on the 
Real Property of the Newtown Public School District, on school transportation, or at a 
School-Sponsored Activity, is an off-duty qualified law enforcement officer authorized by 
the Board of Education to do so pursuant to a written agreement between the Board of 
Education and the Newtown Police Department, provided such written agreement has been 
duly authorized and approved by the Board of Education; or 

 
(D)  Other Specifically Authorized Persons 

 
The person in lawful possession of a Deadly Weapon or Firearm bringing such item on the 
Real Property of the Newtown Public School District, on school transportation, or at a 
School-Sponsored Activity, is a person authorized to do so pursuant to a written agreement 
with such person and the Board of Education or a written agreement between such 
person’s employer and the Board of Education, provided such written agreement has been 
duly authorized and approved by the Board of Education  

 
IV. Consequences  
 
Unless subject to one of the exceptions specifically set forth in this Policy, any person who 
possesses a Deadly Weapon or Firearm on the Real Property of the Newtown Public School 
District, on school transportation, or at a School-Sponsored Activity, whether or not the person is 
lawfully permitted to carry such Deadly Weapon or Firearm, will be reported to law enforcement 
by school officials upon becoming aware of its possession.  
 
A student who possesses and/or uses any Deadly Weapon or Firearm on the Real Property of the 
Newtown Public School District, on school transportation, or at a School-Sponsored Activity in 
violation of this policy shall be disciplined in accordance with the Board of Education’s 
discipline policies.  
 

 
The Board of Education reserves the right to forbid any person possessing a Deadly Weapon or 
Firearm in violation of this policy on the Real Property of the Newtown Public School District, on 
school transportation, or at a School-Sponsored Activity, from entering the Real Property of the 
Newtown Public School District and/or from using any and all school facilities of the Newtown 
Public School District. 
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(cf. 5114 - Suspension/Expulsion/Exclusion/Removal) 

Legal Reference:    Connecticut General Statutes 
29-28 Permit for sale at retail of pistol or revolver. Permit to carry a pistol or 
revolver. Confidentiality of name and address of permit holder. Permits for 
out-of-state residents 
29-33 Sale, delivery or transfer of pistol and revolvers. Procedure. Penalty 
53a-3 Definitions. 
53a-217b Possession of a weapon on school grounds: Class D felony 
P.A. 13-188 An Act Concerning School Safety 
10-233a Definitions 
10-244a Employment of persons to provide security services in a public 
school while in possession of a firearm  

 
 
 
 

Policy adopted:  May 5, 2015 , Effective July 1, 2015 NEWTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Policy revised:   April 5, 2016, November 1, 2022 Newtown, Connecticut 

 



Please Note:  These minutes are pending Board approval. 
Board of Education 

Newtown, Connecticut 
 

Minutes of the Board of Education meeting held on December 19, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers, 3 Primrose Street.        
 
 A. Plante, Chair     C. Melillo  

J. Vouros, Vice Chair     A. Uberti 
D. Ramsey, Secretary     T. Vadas  
T. Higgins      1  Staff   
S. Tomai      1  Public 
C. Gilson         
D. Linnetz 
I. Khazadian (absent) 

 G. Petertonjes 
  
Mrs. Plante called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Item 1 – Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Item  2 – Consent Agenda 
MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved that the Board of Education approve the consent agenda which 
includes the donations to Sandy Hook School and the correspondence report.  Mrs. Tomai 
seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 

Item 3 – Public Participation 
 
Item 4 – Reports 
There was no Chair report tonight. 
Superintendent’s Report: Mr. Melillo spoke about the boys and girls basketball team and the 
high school winter concerts this week.  He wished the Newtown community, Board of Education 
and our school staff a joyous holiday season. 
 
Committee reports: 
Mr. Higgins reported on the Policy Committee discussion of Policies 3160 for action tonight and 
1700 for first read.  They also reviewed safety and security related policies 6114, 6114.1 and 
6144.7.  The Director of Security provided background on the development of these policies.     
 
Mrs. Tomai spoke about the December 14 CFF meeting where they reviewed tonight’s financial 
report.   
 
Mr. Ramsey reported the Curriculum and Instruction Committee met December 12.  There was 
a presentation by Reed and Middle School staff regarding the Project Challenge program.  
There was also an overview of the curriculum and development procedures from Mrs. Uberti. 
 
Mr. Gilson, as the liaison for CABE, said they are scheduling a legislative breakfast to be held at 
Sandy Hook School on January 9 or 10.  He and the Chair of the Ridgefield Board of Education 
will be working with CABE and the new CABE president. 
 
Mr. Ramsey attended a concert at the middle school.  They also had a career day and all of the 
presenters were parents of students.  Workshops were conducted and lunch was provided.  
There was a staff breakfast last Thursday, which included retirees.   
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Student Report 
Mr. Petertonges reported that with the holiday season students have been giving back to the 
community.  The Leo’s Club has donated toys to St. Rose church and on Saturday students 
attended a holiday party given by Families United in Newtown.  Today Student Government 
hosted a gingerbread-making contest and students brought in canned items for the Food 
Pantry.  Students are busy with winter sports and last Wednesday some of our students 
traveled to South Korea for an international exchange program to work with students on various 
science topics. 
 
Financial Report: 
MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved that the Board of Education approve the financial report and 
transfers for the month November 30, 2023.  Mr. Vouros seconded.  

Mrs. Vadas presented the financial report.   
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 5 – Old Business 
Action on Architectural Design 2 Curriculum: 
MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved that the Board of Education approve the Agricultural Design 
2 curriculum.  Mr. Vouros seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Action on Policy 3160 Budget Procedures and Line Item Transfers: 
MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved that the Board of Education approve Policy 3160 Budget 
Procedures and Line Item Transfers.  Mr. Higgins seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 

Item 6 – New Business 
Policy 1700 Possession of Deadly Firearms or Deadly Weapons: 
Mr. Higgins spoke about this policy, which is a redraft of an existing policy.  Connecticut State 
law outlined a series of exemptions allowing off duty officers to carry firearms in a school.  There 
is an agreement with the Board of Education and the Newtown Police Department but we 
wanted to tighten up the Board policy to make sure the exception was clear. This went through 
a drafting process with the himself, the Director of Security, Ms. Zukowski, Mr. Cruson, and  
Mr. Melillo.  Shipman reviewed the policy and provided some cleanups which will be reviewed.  
We also adopted our calendar for the upcoming year so there is time to review the policy. 
 
Mr. Gilson asked if our resource officers carried tasers.  Mr. Melillo responded that the School 
Resource Officers carry tasers.   
 
Mr. Gilson said Connecticut updated their definitions in Statute 53-3 referring to tasers as 
electronic defense weapons and feels that should be in the policy also to which Mr. Higgins 
agreed. 
 
Minutes of December 5, 2023: 
MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved to amend the minutes of December 5, 2023 on page 4 to change 
“Mr. Melillo noted the report talks about shifting teachers” to “Mr. Gilson noted the report talks 
about shifting teachers.”  Mrs. Linnetz seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 

MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved to approve the minutes of December 5, 2023.  Mrs. Linnetz 
seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
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Minutes of December 7, 2023: 
MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved that the Board of Education approve the minutes of  
December 7, 2023.  Mrs. Linnetz seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 7 – Public Participation 
MOTION: Mr. Vouros moved to adjourn.  Mrs. Linnetz seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 8 – Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
              Donald Ramsey 
                   Secretary 
 
 



 
Board of Education 

Newtown, Connecticut 
 

 
Minutes of the Board of Education special meeting on January 4, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in the Reed 
Intermediate School Library.     
          

A. Plante, Chair    C. Melillo 
J. Vouros, Vice Chair (absent) N. Caruso (CT Association of Boards of Education)   
D. Ramsey, Secretary  3  Public 

 T. Higgins 
 S. Tomai 
 C. Gilson 
 D. Linnetz 
  
 
Item 1 – Call to Order 
Mrs. Plante call the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 
 
Item 2 – Discussion Regarding Board Roles and Responsibilities 
Nick Caruso from the Connecticut Association of Boards of Education (CABE) gave a 
presentation on the roles and responsibilities of a Board of Education. 
 
MOTION: Mrs. Linnetz moved to adjourn.  Mr. Ramsey seconded. 
 
Item 3 – Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
               Donald Ramsey 
                    Secretary 
 
 



 
Board of Education 

Newtown, Connecticut 
 

 
Minutes of the Board of Education special meeting on January 9, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in Board of 
Education Conference Room, 3 Primrose Street.     
          

A. Plante, Chair     
J. Vouros, Vice Chair     
D. Ramsey, Secretary   

 T. Higgins 
 S. Tomai 
 C. Gilson 
 D. Linnetz 
  
 
Item 1 – Call to Order 
Mrs. Plante call the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Gilson moved that the Board of Education go into executive session to discuss 
the Superintendent’s mid-year evaluation.  Mrs. Linnetz seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 2 – Executive Session 
The Board discussed the Superintendent’s mid-year evaluation and exited executive session at 
7:52 p.m. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved to adjourn.  Mr. Vouros seconded. 
 
Item 3 – Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
               Donald Ramsey 
                    Secretary 
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ENROLLMENT REPORT AS OF  December 31, 2023

Current Monthly Enrollment Cumulative Year-to-Date

Nov(e) Dec Sept 5th Dec
Grade 2023 Added Left 2023 2023 Added Left 2023
 K 275 2 0 277 273 5 1 277
 1 242 0 2 240 240 2 2 240
 2 300 0 1 299 300 1 2 299
 3 286 0 0 286 281 5 0 286
 4 279 0 0 279 279 2 2 279
Total Elementary 1,382 2 3 1,381 1,373 15 7 1,381

 5 288 0 2 286 288 1 3 286
 6 293 0 1 292 294 1 3 292
Total Intermediate 581 0 3 578 582 2 6 578

 7 290 0 2 288 290 1 3 288
 8 321 2 1 322 320 4 2 322
Total Middle 611 2 3 610 610 5 5 610

 9 299 1 0 300 297 6 3 300
10 299 0 2 297 300 3 6 297
11 343 2 1 344 345 2 3 344
12 333 0 0 333 336 0 3 333
Total High 1,274 3 3 1,274 1,278 11 15 1,274

Special Education
 Pre-Kdg 65 2 1 66 55 14 3 66
NCP, RISE, PAL 33 1 0 34 34 1 1 34
Out-of-Town 41 1 1 41 40 6 5 41

Total Enrollment 3,987 11 14 3,984 3,972 54 42 3,984
===== === === ===== ===== === === ===== 

ENROLLMENT BY SCHOOL
Hawley 289 0 0 289 288 3 2 289
Sandy Hook 356 0 0 356 351 6 1 356
Middle Gate 418 0 0 418 415 3 0 418
Head O' Meadow 319 2 3 318 319 3 4 318
   Total 1,382 2 3 1,381 1,373 15 7 1,381

Reed Intermediate 581 0 3 578 582 2 6 578
Middle School 611 2 3 610 610 5 5 610
High School 1,274 3 3 1,274 1,278 11 15 1,274

Special Education
 Pre-Kdg 65 2 1 66 55 14 3 66
NCP, RISE, PAL 33 1 0 34 34 1 1 34
Out-of-Town 41 1 1 41 40 6 5 41

Total Enrollment 3,987 11 14 3,984 3,972 54 42 3,984
===== === === ===== ===== === === ===== 

(e) = End Of Month
check 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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NEWTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Newtown, Connecticut

ELEMENTARY CLASS SIZES AS OF December 31, 2023

Sandy Middle Head O'
Grade Hawley Hook Gate Meadow Reed TOTAL check

Pre K 66 66 0

 
 K 16 14 19 15

17 15 19 16
15 15 18 15
16 15 18 16

18

Total  K 64 59 92 62 277 0

 1 20 15 17 17
21 16 19 17

15 15 17
17 18 16

Total  1 41 63 69 67 240 0

 2 17 21 18 18
17 21 18 19
17 21 18 21
17 21 16

19

Total  2 68 84 89 58 299 0

 3 19 25 22 24
19 25 23 23
19 23 18 24

22

 

Total  3 57 73 85 71 286 0

 4 20 20 20 21
19 18 21 20
20 19 21 19

20 21

Total  4 59 77 83 60 279 0

Total  K-4 289 356 418 318 1,381 0
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