BOE Policy Committee Minutes
3 Primrose Place, Newtown, CT
Shared Meeting Room 1
March 28, 2016
Meeting was called to order at 11:05 am
In attendance: Michelle Embree Ku, Rebekah Harriman-Stites, Joe Erardi, Ron Bienkowski, Lorrie Rodrigue,
Gregg Simon, 2 Public
Public Participation:
Tamara Doherty, 58 Mountain View Drive, wanted to make sure the fund-raising and solicitation policy did
not give the perception that tryouts do not matter. She suggested we explore other ways of fundraising.
One suggestion was organizing a fundraising committee that involves all the children in the school, who in
return would get community service hours. She also spoke to the committee about a student who did not
participate in fundraising for team apparel because he didn’t feel the family could afford it. She feels that
parents would like to know the cost of a sport up front – the pay to play fees as well as fundraising
expectations.
Laura Roche, 41 Cobblers Mill Road, spoke about the need to have a fuller understanding of fund-raising:
what is needed for each team, how much is raised, and what it’s used for.
Approval of Minutes: R. Harriman-Stites made a motion to approve the minutes of February 26, 2016. M.
Ku seconded. Minutes were unanimously approved.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Action
Follow-up
Policy 7-701 – Substance Abuse
 Discussion/action was postponed to a future meeting.
Policy 7-701.1 – Substance Abuse Administrative
 Discussion/action was postponed to a future meeting.
Procedures
Policy 1120 – Public Participation at Board of
 M. Ku to ask CABE for further clarification of their
Education Meetings – J. Erardi researched the town
recommendation.
ordinance. He provided the committee a copy of the
ordinance out of the Town Charter. He said the
ordinance cannot trump state statute. M. Ku
reported that CABE indicates that public comment
cannot be restricted to residents. The committee
made revisions to the policy that included where the
meeting agenda is posted and updated the list of
restrictions of public participation at board meetings.
The committee agreed to continue discussion of the
policy at the next meeting.

Policy 1314/1324 – Fund-Raising and Solicitation –
Revisited policy based on suggestions from the
Board of Education Meeting. M. Ku distributed a
letter from Board of Education member Andrew
Clure who could not attend the meeting and a copy
of a sample policy she found regarding fund-raising.
There was a discussion regarding pay to participate,
fund-raising and booster clubs. The committee
agreed to recommend changes to our current policy
to the Board of Education to alleviate some
restrictions while noting that the delay in fundraising
may impact the teams this year. The committee will
continue to review this policy and make a final
recommendation after they have time to research and
review the current policy.
Policy 1700 – Otherwise Lawful Possession of
Firearms on School Property – Revisited policy
based on suggestions from the Board of Education
Meeting. The committee added staff to the sentence
regarding students being prohibited from possessing
firearms on school property or a school sponsored
event. The references to statutes were updated. The
committee agreed to recommend the updated policy
to the Board of Education.
Policy 3310 – Expenditures/Expending Authority –
The committee agreed to add the first paragraph of
the optional policy to consider provided by CABE
with Policy 3323 – Soliciting Prices (Bids and
Quotations).
Policy 3323 – Soliciting Prices (Bids and
Quotations) – R. Bienkowski provided the
committee a draft copy of the policy with the
changes agreed upon at previous policy meetings.
M. Ku reported that municipal policy would not
necessarily dictate BOE policy, according to CABE.
The committee agreed to recommend replacing the
policy presently numbered 3-300 and 3-300.1 with
the “sample policy to consider” provided by CABE
along with updates to our presently number
regulation 3-300.1.





The committee agreed to recommend updates to Policy
1314/1324 to the Board of Education to temporarily
relieve restrictions.
The committee will continue to review Policy
1314/1324 and make a final recommendation to the
Board after they have time to research and review the
current policy.



The committee agreed to recommend updates to Policy
1700 to the Board of Education.



Combine first paragraph of Policy 3310 with Policy
3323 – Soliciting Prices (Bids and Quotations).



The committee agreed to recommend replacing the
policy presently numbered 3-300 and 3-300.1 with the
“sample policy to consider” provided by CABE along
with updates to our presently number regulation
3-300.1 to the Board of Education.

Policy 3515 – Facility Use – R. Bienkowski
provided the committee with a copy of the policy
with the changes agreed upon at previous policy
meetings. He informed the committee that he
checked with K. Dugan and we do get insurance
certificates as a standard practice. The committee
made one revision to the regulation that says
extended use of facilities may be brought to the
Board of Education for approval. The committee
agreed to recommend replacing the policy presently
numbered 3-800 with the “optional policy to
consider, updated to reflect NCLB legislation”
provided by CABE along with updates to our
presently number regulation 3-800.1.
Policy 3524 - Hazardous Materials in Schools
Policy 3532.1 - Liability Insurance
Policy 3533 - Employee Bonds – R. Bienkowski
recommended we use the alternate language in the
recommended “good practice” policy provided by
CABE.
Policy 5132 - Student Dress and Grooming
Policy 6172.5 – Pilot Programs



The committee agreed to recommend replacing the
policy presently numbered 3-800 with the “optional
policy to consider, updated to reflect NCLB
legislation” provided by CABE along with updates to
our presently number regulation 3-800.1 to the Board
of Education.



Discussion/action was postponed to a future meeting.
Discussion/action was postponed to a future meeting.
The committee agreed to recommend the revised
recommended “good practice” policy provided by
CABE to the Board of Education.







Discussion/action was postponed to a future meeting.
Discussion/action was postponed to a future meeting.

Public Participation:
Tamara Doherty, 58 Mountain View Drive, she said the committee should use specific language and be
concerned for details when working on the wording of the Fund-Raising and Solicitation Policy. It was
important because we want the sports to have money so they can run.
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by M. Ku and seconded by R. Harriman-Stites. All were in favor.
Meeting was adjourned at 1:10 pm
Submitted: Michelle Ku, Policy Committee Chair

