Please note: These minutes are pending Board approval.
Board of Education
Newtown, Connecticut
Minutes of the Board of Education meeting on April 5, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the council chambers
at 3 Primrose Street.
K. Alexander, Chair
M. Ku, Vice Chair
D. Leidlein, Secretary
K. Hamilton
J. Vouros
R. Harriman-Stites
A. Clure

J. Erardi
J. Davila
R Bienkowski
6 Staff
12 Public
1 Press

Mr. Alexander called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.
MOTION: Mrs. Ku moved that the Board of Education go into executive session to discuss
pending claims and litigation regarding a certified staff member. Mr. Vouros seconded. Motion
passes unanimously.
Item 1 – Executive Session
Item 2 – Pledge of Allegiance
Item 3 – Celebration of Excellence
Gregg Simon introduced the Newtown High School Girls Dance Team and spoke about their
awards this year. They were the SWC Champions in Hip Hop and Jazz, the State Champions
in Jazz and were State runner-up in Hip Hop. He also introduced Anthony Falbo, junior
wrestler, who won the Lowell Holiday Tournament where he was selected the tournament’s
Most Outstanding Wrestler, and he also won the Guilford Tournament, Timberland Invitational,
Greater Hartford Open, the Eagle Classic and Ridgefield Challenge. For 2015-2016 Anthony
was the Southwest Conference Champion, CIAC Class LL State Champion, CIAC State Open
Champion and New England Champion. All students received certificates of achievement from
the Board.
Item 4 – Executive Session Possible Vote – none taken
Item 5 – Consent Agenda
MOTION: Mrs. Ku moved that the Board of Education approve the consent agenda which
includes the minutes of March 15, 2016, the Newtown High School field Trip, the donations to
Newtown Middle School and the Newtown Public Schools, the child rearing leaves of absence
for Elizabeth Murphy and Stephanie Johnson, the resignations for retirement for Carolyn
Monahan and Janet Vollmer, the resignation of Gregg Simon, and the correspondence report
Mrs. Leidlein seconded. Mrs. Ku made minor typographical corrections.
Motion passes unanimously.
Item 6 – Public Participation
Tagen Doherty, 58 Mountain View Drive, read comments on the fund raising policy on behalf of
Tamera Doherty who could not attend.
Item 7 – Reports
Chair Report: Mr. Alexander stated that Legislative Council questions on the budget had been
answered and he will attend their meeting tomorrow night at 6:30 p.m. School Security Officers
were discussed at their last meeting with potentially reducing two with one being at Sandy Hook
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School and one at the high school. They rejected that recommendation from their
subcommittee.
Superintendent’s Report:
Dr. Erardi said the Future Forecast Committee this week would discuss detailed information
pertaining to issues around closing and reopening a school building. The senior class of 2016
will be taking a safety survey. In May he along with Tom Kuroski and Mark Pompano will speak
to every senior English class prior to them taking the survey which consists of five questions
regarding their perception of safety and security in the school.
There will be an item on the next agenda regarding having a transportation consultant to do a
detailed analysis of the present system. This will be the last year the middle school moving up
ceremony will be held at the O’Neill Center. Over 70% of the parents would like it moved back
to Newtown so it will be held here in 2017. District wellness brochures for staff were provided.
Ms. Hamilton asked what Transportation Advisory Services will be reviewing at the next
meeting.
Dr. Erardi said they understand the standard of cost in districts. They would offer the Board
advice on a standard of performance showing no bias or prejudice with an analysis of a possible
proposal.
Mr. Clure asked if they would do a review if a school will close.
Dr. Erardi said they will respond to information they get from the Board and district.
Student Representatives:
Kayla Disibio said the high school hosted a “How to Spend your Summer Fair” to give students
options for what they could do for work or volunteering this summer. The college fair was also
held.
Rilind Abazi stated that Student Government was hosting a blood drive tomorrow. NICE Club
had a Japanese culture day afterschool. The Global Voice Club fundraiser was held to benefit
children in Ecuador. The Spanish delegation also arrived March 30 which included 20 students.
Committee reports:
Mrs. Ku said the Policy Committee is working on the 3000 series as well as policies outside this
series which we need to consider at this time.
Ms. Hamilton noted in their meeting agenda they would be discussing policies 3323 and 3310
and asked to have them sent to her to see the changes.
Mrs. Leildein said the Technology Committee discussed current technology items and the
replacement plan with possible equipment leasing options. We also looked at a bring-your-own
device policy as well as technology budgets in other districts. We checked into wifi in schools
and improvement in cellular reception. The CIP Committee met regarding current items and our
technology group reviewed numbers for the high school auditorium. They are looking at
possibly adding the storage building at the high school and the Hawley and middle school
ventilation projects for year five. They also discussed the transportation and food service
contracts.
Mr. Vouros said the Curriculum & Instruction Committee discussed school start times.
Mrs. Harriman-Stites spoke about the Future Forecast Committee’s three possible scenarios
which are closing the middle school, an elementary school or closing no school. The committee
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is looking for direction from the Board regarding whether they just want a list of pros and cons
and what should be discussed at our next meeting.
Mr. Vouros said it is important to bring back our ideas at the next meeting.
Item 8 – Old Business
MOTION: Mr. Vouros moved that the Board of Education approve the revisions to policy
1314/1324 Fund Raising. Mrs. Leidlein seconded.
Mrs. Ku feels we need to look at this policy again to define some parameters.
Ms. Hamilton asked if the committee spoke to people selected from the high school to work on
athletic issues.
Dr. Erardi said this policy was vetted through the high school administration. Changes
recommended were to allow what was to happen through the athletic director and coaches for
the spring season. Once we hire an athletic director we will bring it back to the Board. If it’s
approved tonight we will have something back after discussion with the new athletic director.
Ms. Hamilton said language that speaks to specific sports should not be in the policy. If we are
planning on changing it maybe we shouldn’t make changes now. There should be a form filled
out by parents and students on where they want to fund raise.
Dr. Erardi said the present issue is that we have a policy that is problematic with the three
sports listed. This will allow the hockey team to fund raise before their season.
Mrs. Leidlein said that instead of listing the sports why not just list those sports that are not fully
funded by the Board.
Mrs. Harriman-Stites said it was hard to define fully funded. Some teams are not fully funded
and need to have fund raisers. The hockey team is funded in part.
Mr. Vouros asked when the new athletic director position would be filled.
Dr. Erardi stated that we would bring the job description and salary to the next meeting and will
advertise with a closing date of June 1.
Mr. Vouros feels we should leave it as the policy committee revised and wait for the new athletic
director.
MOTION: Ms. Hamilton moved to amend the policy to remove the whole last paragraph with the
three bullets until it’s revised by the policy committee. Mr. Clure seconded for discussion.
Mr. Vouros was not in agreement and should wait for the new athletic director.
Mrs. Harriman-Stites did not agree with the amendment.
Ms. Hamilton suggested passing the amendment and bringing it back to the Board for a second
read.
Dr. Erardi said this policy will come back in three or four months. We are trying to move this
forward with action tonight.
Vote on amendment: 3 ayes, 4 nays (Mr. Alexander, Mr. Clure, Mrs. Harriman-Stites,
Mr. Vouros) Motion fails.
Dr. Erardi said the original conversation a year ago was to counter the mindset of a high school
student if they fund raise. The back story is the harder they fund raiser the better chance to be
on the team. This policy is to allow a program we do not fund to allow students to fund raise for
that sport.
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Vote on revisions to policies: 4 ayes, 3 nays (Ms. Hamilton, Mrs. Leidlein, Mr. Clure)
Motion passes.
Ms. Hamilton was uncomfortable passing a policy that will come up for change.
Policy 1700:
Motion: Mrs. Leidlein moved that the Board of Education approve the revisions to policy 1700
Otherwise Lawful Possession of Firearms on School Property. Mr. Clure seconded. Motion
passes unanimously.
AP Computer Science Principals Pilot Course:
MOTION: Mrs. Leidlein moved that the Board of Education approve the pilot course AP
Computer Science Principals. Mr. Vouros seconded.
Ms. Hamilton asked to include answers to questions with the minutes.
Motion passes unanimously.
High School Graduation and Middle School Moving Up Dates:
MOTION: Mrs. Ku moved that the Board of Education set the 2016 Newtown High School
Graduation date for June 11 at 9:30 a.m. and the Middle School Moving-Up Ceremony for
June 8 at 5:30 p.m. with both being held at the O’ Neill Center. Mr. Vouros seconded. Motion
passes unanimously.
Item 9 – New Business
K-12 Science Self-study Presentation:
Mrs. Davila introduced the presenters which included Chris Canfield, Drew Hall, Jill Bracksieck,
Beth Iacofano and Kim Lowell. Cathy Leja, Peter Bernson and Jim Ross worked on the
presentation but were unable to attend.
After the presentation there was a discussion with the Board.
Mrs. Leidlein said that years ago there were state guidelines regarding the number of minutes
there should be for teaching certain subject.
Ms. Hamilton asked how we lined up.
Dr. Erardi said there are gaps where K-4 students don’t have science at all. It makes sense to
have guidance for grades K-12 and share when there are crossroad times are for students and
parents. It is essential for students to know where they must land.
Item 10 – Public Participation – none
MOTION: Mrs. Leidlein moved to adjourn. Mr. Clure seconded. Motion passes unanimously.
Item 11- Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 9:54 p.m.
Respectfully submitted:

____________________________________
Debbie Leidlein
Secretary

1314
1324

Community Relations
Fund-Raising and Solicitation
Fund-raising shall be authorized under conditions that do not conflict with instructional programs.
Fund-raising refers to the raising of non-appropriated funds for the educational benefit of students
and their school funds.
Fund-raising shall be permitted by Kindergarten through 12th grade students, provided such
activities are approved in writing and carefully monitored and regulated by the school Principal or a
designee.
Each Principal shall develop and maintain a list of all approved fund-raising activities and report all
activities to the Superintendent pursuant to procedures issued by the Superintendent.
The Superintendent will furnish the School Board with an up-to-date listing of all fund-raising
activities being conducted by the school division.
No organization or individual shall solicit funds, sell memberships, articles or in any other way
collect or seek to collect money from the employees of the school system except with the approval
of the Board of Education.
Fundraising will take place only after the club or team roster has been finalized within the present
school year with the following exception.
•
•
•

If a team is not fully funded by the Newtown Board of Education they are allowed to
fundraise with no restrictions. The only teams allowed to fund-raise with no restrictions
are hockey, boys volleyball and girls golf.
Players listed on the varsity roster at the end of preceding season are allowed to fundraise
for the following year with no guarantee they will be on the team.
Teams that did not cut during the previous two seasons are allowed to fundraise with no
restrictions.

Policy adopted: May 5, 2015
EFFECTIVE: July 1, 2015

NEWTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Newtown, Connecticut

1314
1324
Regulation

Community Relations
Fund-Raising and Solicitation
Guidelines
•
•

No freshmen are permitted to fundraise until the team is chosen
It is understood and made clear that no Newtown High School student-athlete will be
compelled or coerced to fundraise.

Regulation approved:

NEWTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Newtown, Connecticut

1700
Community Relations
Otherwise Lawful Possession of Firearms on School Property
Notwithstanding the otherwise lawful possession of firearms defined in Section 53a-3, (“any sawed
off shotgun, machine gun, rifle, shotgun, pistol, revolver or other weapon, whether loaded or
unloaded from which a shot may be discharged”) in or on the real property comprising school
district property by persons who hold a valid state or local permit to carry a firearm and would
otherwise legally traverse school property with an unloaded firearm for the purpose of gaining
access to public or private lands open to hunting or for other lawful purposes, such entry into Board
of Education Offices or onto school property by these persons for these purposes is prohibited by
the Board of Education.
The issuance of a permit to carry a pistol, revolver or other firearms does not authorize the
possession or carrying of a pistol, revolver or other firearms on school district property. The
Board of Education prohibits such possession on school district property.
The Board of Education may employ or enter into an agreement for public school security services
with a firearm, as defined in state law, only with a sworn member of a local police department or a
retired state or local police officer, or retired federal law enforcement agents and retired police
officers from an out-of-state police department, as stipulated in P.A. 13-188 10-244a.
Students and staff are prohibited by the Board of Education from possessing firearms for any
reason, whether otherwise lawful or not, in or on the real property comprising the public or private
elementary or secondary school or at a school sponsored activity as defined in Subsection (h) of
Section 10-233a.
(cf. 5114 - Suspension/Expulsion/Exclusion/Removal)
Legal Reference:

Connecticut General Statutes
29-28 Permit for sale at retail of pistol or revolver. Permit to carry a pistol or
revolver. Confidentiality of name and address of permit holder. (as amended
by PA P.A. 98-129)
29-33 Sale, delivery or transfer of pistol and revolvers. Documentation
requirements. Waiting period. Exempted transactions. Penalty. (as amended
by PA P.A. 98-129)
52a-3 Definitions.
53a-217b Possession of a weapon on school grounds: Class
D felony. (as amended by PA P.A. 01-84)
P.A. 13-188 An Act Concerning School Safety
10-244a Employment of persons to provide security
services in a public school while in possession of a firearm (as amended
by P.A. 14-212 and P.A. 14-217)
P.A. 14-217 Section 254 of “Budget Implementer Bill”
P.A. 14-212 An Act Concerning the State Education Resource Center

Policy adopted: May 5, 2015
Policy revised:
EFFECTIVE: July 1, 2015

NEWTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Newtown, Connecticut

Science
@
Newtown Public Schools

Elementary Science: K-6

Jill Bracksieck ~ Peter Bernson ~ Drew Hall

Elementary Science Content
Life

Earth

Physical

Technology

K

Living Things

Weather Conditions

Properties of Matter

Building Materials

1

Seeds and Plants,
Animal Adaptations

Sun and Shadows

Pushes and Pulls

Measurement

2

Life Cycle of Plants

All About Soil

Properties of Matter

Nutrition

3

Plant and Animal
Adaptations

Rocks and Minerals

States of Matter

Conservation

4

Ecosystems

Water Cycle

Force and Motion

Electricity and
Magnetism

5

Human Senses

Earth, Moon and Sun

Sound and Light

Optical Devices

6

Ecosystems

Water and Weather

States of Matter

Pollution

Math/Science Specialist’s Role
Oversee math and science instruction in our buildings.
Meet regularly to ensure consistent implementation of curriculum between buildings and to
maintain vertical alignment.
Manage, maintain and organize all science materials. Oversee building science budget
and re-order consumable/live materials.
Teach, co-teach, or facilitate some science lessons.
Provide professional development and resources to classroom teachers.
Coach teachers, as needed, in the delivery of science units/content.

Differentiation in Science
All children experience the same content and process skills.
Differentiation may include:
Writing assignments and journal work.
Inquiry labs where students design or tailor their own investigations.
Choice or assignment of non-fiction books based on reading level.
Flexible grouping and questioning strategies.

Time Spent on Science: K - 4
30-45 minutes of content time per day is shared between Science, Social Studies, Health/Wellness
(including Second Step) and Computer Lab.
Sample schedule:
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 1

Health

Science

Computer Lab

Science

Science

Week 2

Health

Science

Computer Lab

Science

Science

Week 3

Health

Science

Computer Lab

Science

Science

Week 4

Health

Social Studies

Computer Lab

Social Studies

Social Studies

Week 5

Health

Social Studies

Computer Lab

Social Studies

Social Studies

Week 6

Health

Social Studies

Computer Lab

Social Studies

Social Studies

Time Spent on Science: 5 - 6
.

There are four 40 minute Science periods per 6 day cycle.

Science at Newtown
Middle School
Beth Iaciofano - 8th grade science teacher/8th grade department coordinator
Jim Ross - Assistant Principal

7th Grade Science Content
●
●
●
●

Earth Science (layers of the Earth, Plate Tectonics, landforms etc)
Cells (organelles, using a microscope,)
STS Food Safety & Preservation,
Human Body System (Digestive, Respiratory, Circulatory, Muscular, Skeletal,
frog dissection)
● Physics (forces, simple machines etc.)
● Science process skills
● Lab writing, summaries, data analysis

8th Grade Science Content
●
●
●
●
●
●

Astronomy (Reasons for the Seasons, Phases of the Moon, Eclipses/Tides)
Physics (Forces and Motion)
Life Science (Reproduction/Genetics/Nervous System/Endocrine System)
Density
Scientific Method is taught throughout the year.
There is an emphasis, this year, on data analysis and interpretation as well as
summary writing.

Students using Play-Doh to further their understanding of
mitosis

Differentiation in Middle School Science
All children experience the same content and process skills.
● Classes are heterogeneous.
● Differentiation of learning tasks occurs, but learning targets remain the same
for all students.
● The level of questions asked is varied.
● Higher level content is discussed to challenge the strong students.
● Assignments/assessments are differentiated to meet the needs of all students.
● Students have choice when choosing many assignments/projects.
● Flexible grouping.

1st place science fair winners!

Strong Science Students
Attributes of a strong middle school science student:
●
●
●
●
●

Can critically think
Has strong basic skills
Is able to problem-solve
Is a self-directed learner
Has a curiosity about science

Science
at
Newtown High School
Christian Canfield-Department Chair, Chemistry Teacher
Kim Lowell-Physics Teacher

Science Acronym Glossary
Courses

IPES = Integrated Physical & Earth Science
Bio = Biology
Chem = Chemistry
Phys = Physics

Levels

CPA = College Prep A
CPB = College Prep B
CP = College Prep
H = Honors

NHS Science Course Sequences
8th Grade
Science

CP IPES

H IPES

H Bio

CP Bio

H Bio

H Chem

CPB
Chem

CPA
Chem

H Chem

Elective

H Phys

Elective

CPB
Phys

CPA
Phys

H Phys

Elective

Elective

Elective

NHS Science Course Sequences
& Math Prerequisites
8th Grade
Science
Math 8

CP IPES

H IPES

CP Bio

Alg I

CPA
Chem
Alg I

CPB
Phys

Geom

H Bio

Alg I

CPB
Chem

H Bio
Alg I

Alg I

Alg I

Alg I

Math 8

H Chem

Geom

H Chem

Geom

Elective

H Phys

Elective

Elective

Elective

Elective

Geom

CPA
Phys

H Phys

Physics Sequences

Hon Chem

Hon Physics

AP Physics 1&2

AP Physics C

AP Physics 1

AP Physics 2

AP Physics C

Physics Sequences
& Math
Requirements
Hon Chem

Alg II

AP
APPhysics
Physics 11

Hon
Hon Physics
Physics

AP
1&2
AP Physics
Physics 1&2

AP
AP Physics
Physics CC

Pre-Calc

Calc BC

AP
AP Physics
Physics 22

AP
AP Physics
Physics CC
Calc BC

Science Electives
Grade 9

Grade 10

Earth & Energy Essentials (E3)
CP, Honors (Taken with Skills 21)

Bio 21 (new for ‘16-’17)
CP, Honors

Intro to Engineering Design (new for ‘16-’17)
CP, Honors

Foundations of Health Science
& Technology CPB, CPA, Honors

Greenery (1, 2, 3, 4)
No levels (0.5 Sci. Cred./yr.)

Public Health
CP, Honors

Greenhouse Management (1, 2)
No levels (0.5 Sci. Cred./yr.)

Applied Science Research (I, II, III)
Honors
Grade
11

Astronomy (sem)
CP, Honors*

Anatomy & Physiology
CP, Honors

Oceanography (sem)
CP, Honors*

Biotechnology/Forensics
CP, Honors

AP Science Electives

AP Environmental Science

AP Physics 1

AP Biology

AP Physics 2

AP Chemistry

AP Physics 1&2

AP Physics C

AP Science Electives

AP Environmental Science

2 yrs. sci.

HChem

AP Physics 1

AP Biology

Bio & Chem

AP Phys 1

AP Physics 2

AP Chemistry

Chem

H Phys

AP Physics 1&2

H Phys

AP Physics C

Honors Physics is
also a pre- or corequisite.

AP Calc BC is also a
pre- or co-requisite.

Science Recommendations

Teachers put course recommendations into
PowerSchool after considering current:
● Science grade
● Work ethic
● Math level (chemistry & physics)

Freshman Science
Students taking Algebra I in 8th grade may be
recommended for Honors Biology as freshmen
● Math grade 85
● Science grade of 95

Science Overrides
● Students may request to override a teacher
recommendation. (ex. CP IPES to Honors
IPES)
● They may override level recommendations
but not prerequisites (ex. Students
recommended for Honors Chemistry may not
override to AP Chemistry)

The Effect of Math Course on Honors
Physics Grades
Semester Grades

Above Algebra 2
Semester Grades

Algebra 2
Semester Grades

60

70
90

80
100

The Effect of Math Level on Honors
Physics Grades
Semester Grades

Honors Level
Semester Grades

CP Level
Semester Grades
60

70
90

80
100

Newtown High School
CAPT Scores
Year

% At/Above Goal

% At/Above Proficiency

2010

63.8

95.2

2011

62.6

93.4

2012

75.4

97.1

2013

72.9

95.3

2014

72.1

94.7

2015

73.7

95.9

Thank You!

