
 
Please note: These minutes are pending Board approval. 

Board of Education 
Newtown, Connecticut 

 
Minutes of the Board of Education meeting held on March 7, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers, 3 Primrose Street.     
 
 D. Zukowski, Chair     C. Melillo 

J. Vouros, Vice Chair (absent)   A. Uberti 
D. Ramsey, Secretary     T. Vadas    
D. Cruson                10 Staff   

 J. Kuzma                 10 Public    
J. Larkin                   1 Press 

 A. Plante 
 K. Kunzweiler (absent) 
 D. Godino   
 
Ms. Zukowski called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  
Item 1 – Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Item 2 – Consent Agenda 
MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved that the Board of Education approve the consent agenda which 
includes the donation to Newtown High School and the correspondence report.  Mrs. Plante 
seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 3 – Public Participation 
Trent Harrison, 59 Platts Hill Road, spoke about the school calendar.  Speaking as a parent, a 
lot of people are back in town the end of August and is concerned about snow days next year.  
As a teacher, we have new programs coming into the district and will need a calendar with 
adequate professional development.  He feels it’s good for teachers to have students in all week 
before Labor Day.  As union president his concern is the move back to Hawley School and 
December 14 which is the last year for those students and to be sure we take care of them and 
the staff.  He asked if this calendar takes care of the social emotional needs of the students. 
 
Item 4 – Reports 
Chair Report: Ms. Zukowski spoke about Read Across America being celebrated in some of our 
schools last week with some Board members participating.  March is Board member 
appreciation month which is a time to reflect on how our efforts are contributing to the progress 
our schools are making and how our future efforts can continue such progress.   
Mr. Cruson reported that this year CABE has reached out to a number of people to create video 
messages for Board member appreciation month. A video message was shown from Secretary 
of Education Miguel Cardona. 
 
Superintendent’s Report: Mr. Melillo provided dates for the upcoming high school drama “Into 
The Woods” and noted that it was Social Worker Appreciation Week which is celebrated across 
the nation in appreciation for their work in helping students succeed.  He continues to attend 
PTA meetings to speak about the budget.    
 
Committee Reports: 
Mrs. Kuzma reported on the Social Emotional Health and Wellness meeting which was held 
February 24.  Anne Dalton gave an update on the wellness week and they discussed a full 
Board presentation toward the end of the year about health and wellness in the district.  There 
will also be a prevention survey for students in grades 7-12. 
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Mr. Ramsey reported on the Communications subcommittee meeting held the day before and 
thanked those who provided articles on the budget.  They also discussed the themes for the 
spring newsletter. 
 
Mrs. Plante reported that the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee met February 23 and 
was joined by Kellen Nixon and Jana Briggs of Nixon & Co. and discussed their 60-day work 
plan for the district.  They will be here this week to visit our schools and meet with 
administrators and Board members.  Mrs. Uberti presented how the district partnered with 
EdAdvance regarding curriculum. 
 
Mr. Ramsey visited the middle school when high school students presented a lesson.  He also 
attended the middle school PTA meeting and read to a class at Sandy Hook School. 
Mr. Cruson also read at Sandy Hook School. 
Mrs. Plante read at Sandy Hook and Middle Gate Schools. 
Ms. Zukowski read at Sandy Hook School also and thanked Mrs. Bradley’s class for their thank 
you notes. 
 
Student Representative Reports: 
Mr. Godino reported that the Peer Leadership Club is continuing their charitable work at the 
middle school and high school and are looking for coat and sock donations.  AP Government 
and Politics held a session of their mock congress.  AP French students put on a wedding to 
simulate French culture.  Students in the play “Into The Woods” are still in rehearsals for their 
performances next week.  Athletics continue their successful winter season.     
 
Item 5 – Presentations 
Myth and the Modern World Curriculum: 
Abi Marks, English Department Chair, presented this curriculum.   
 
K-5 Math Update: 
Math/Science Specialists Jill Bracksieck, Kris Feda, Jess Fonovic, Amy Hiruo and Chrissie 
Pierce presented this update. 
 
Mrs. Plante asked if there were any gaps that needed to be addressed. 
Mrs. Bracksiek said year one was very challenging with a lot to digest and a lot of preparation 
for teachers and we have more to learn about the program.   
 
Mrs. Pierce said that many teachers commented that students who went through Bridges for a 
year needed less support. 
Mrs. Fonovic said that fifth grade has not had that program.  It’s rigorous and we were piloting 
during Covid.  Teachers have been phenomenal. 
 
Ms. Zukowski asked if they have seen any cracks in the bell shaped curve. 
Mrs. Bracksiek said there is a lot of reading for students.  The models presented in the 
intervention program are helpful for our students.   
 
Mrs. Hiruo felt that having the math interventionists full time has been wonderful for providing 
more supports for the students.   
Mr. Ramsey asked if there has been comprehensive professional development and if teachers 
share challenges and successes. 
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Mrs. Feda said on a professional development day representatives from Bridges came in and 
answered questions from the teachers.   
 
Ms. Zukowski asked if there was anything else they needed for this program. 
Mrs. Feda asked for continued support with human resources as we move on. 
 
Item 6 – Old Business 
MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved that the Board of Education approve the Honors Physics 
Curriculum.  Mrs. Plante seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Strategic Plan Update: 
Mr. Melillo reported that at their February 6 meeting they discussed next steps in the creation of 
the portrait of a graduate, reviewed stakeholder engagement data collected to date, and asked 
members to engage their faculty in a discussion of the portrait of a graduate.  The next meeting 
is March 13 and he would get feedback from focus groups and the committee about their staff 
meetings. 
 
Mrs. Larkin asked if any feedback would be shared with the Board. 
Mr. Melillo said it would.  We are now dissecting the information we are receiving with ideas and 
discussion points from the committee, parents, community members, staff and Board members. 
He said we looked at raw data at the last February meeting.  At the March meeting we will be 
organizing the data. He would provide the Board with feedback from the group. 
 
Item 7 – New Business 
MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved that the Board of Education approve the 2023-2024 school 
calendar.  Mrs. Plante seconded. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Cruson moved to amend the motion to make December 14 a full day for staff and 
students and move the last day to June 12.  Mrs. Larkin seconded.   
 
Mr. Cruson said in the last five years December 14 for two years was on a weekend.  Last year 
it was a day off because the other two years we had to evacuate Sandy Hook School and the 
other year we closed the district a week in advance because of threats to other schools and 
organizations.  He was concerned the stress of closing or making a last minute call to play it 
safe and make it a day off. 
 
Mrs. Kuzma asked if the staff had been surveyed about staying in school. 
 
Mrs. Uberti said the calendar has been unchanged since 2016.  The administrators carefully 
looked at the calendar and we have had many different versions. There was also input from 
various staff members in each school.  In 2022 it was a professional development day but when 
staff felt they weren’t comfortable participating in professional development it became a different 
type of day.  In 2021 and 2020 we were remote.  In 2019 it was on a Saturday.  In 2018 school 
was in session when the evacuation occurred.  Sandy Hook School certified and non-certified 
staff was surveyed and they received 52 responses which was approximately 69% of the staff.  
67% preferred a delayed opening with 44% for a three hour delay and 23% a two hour delay.  
29% preferred not to be in school and 5.8% preferred a regular school day.  The teachers union 
conducted a survey but it was not a consensus because everyone’s needs are different. 
 
Mrs. Kuzma heard that there were students who didn’t like being home that day. 
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Mrs. Uberti said that in years immediately following the tragedy the thinking was to have school 
so students would have the support they needed.  Many families of loss preferred that also.  
Almost all of our K-5 students next year were born after 12/14/2012 and our Sandy Hook  
kindergarten and first grade students will be juniors and seniors.  The following school year 
12/14 will be on a Saturday.   
 
Mr. Melillo felt that when we are in school people feel we should not be there and when we are 
home people feel like they can use the support in school.  He heard many perspectives from 
teachers about the type of professional development they wanted and they had many different 
thoughts.    
 
Mr. Ramsey asked the purpose of the delayed opening that day. 
Mrs. Uberti said that time is self-directed so the staff has time for themselves and come 
together.  Another important group is our paras as they weren’t part of the day last year. People 
want to be able to take the time they need and come to school to be with students. 
 
Mr. Ramsey hesitates to make fear driven decisions and not have school that day.  This is a 
good compromise to have a delayed opening for teachers to be together.  He is in favor of 
approving the calendar as presented. 
 
Mr. Cruson noted that we received an email this week that brought up Sandy Hook again.  We 
have to be cognizant of a possible disruption if we have to evacuate a school.  He doesn’t know 
if this will fade away.  We may have to have the conversation each year. 
 
Vote on amendment: 1 aye, 5 nays (Ms. Zukowski, Mr. Ramsey, Mrs. Kuzma, Mrs. Larkin,  
Mrs. Plante) Motion fails 
 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved to amend the motion to reflect a three hour delayed opening on 
December 14.  Mrs. Kuzma seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Mrs. Kuzma asked why we are starting on a Wednesday as a full day. 
Mrs. Uberti said we added a professional development day at the start of the school year as we 
used to have three half days so there is little to no professional development.  We have four 
teacher work days with one full day of professional development.  The other factor is we 
decreased the number of shortened days, which gives us 16 hours or 2.5 more days of school 
time.   
 
Vote on amended calendar: passes unanimously. 
 
First Read of Policies: 
Mr. Cruson referred to Policy 4134 on tutoring with the change to make sure teachers could 
tutor without conflicts of interest.  The other four policies in our old series are to be rescinded.  
 
MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved that the Board of Education approve the minutes of the  
February 22, 2023 special meeting.  Mrs. Kuzma seconded.  Mrs. Plante abstained.  Motion 
passes.   
 
MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved that the Board of Education approve the minutes of the  
February 22, 2023 regular meeting.  Mrs. Kuzma seconded.  Motion passes unanimously.   
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Item 8 – Public Participation 
Mr. Cruson moved to adjourn.  Mr. Ramsey seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 9 – Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 9:56 p.m. 
      Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
               Donald Ramsey 
                    Secretary 



















































































































































































                                            NEWTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 2023-2024 SCHOOL CALENDAR                               
 

AUGUST                                        2(6)  SEPTEMBER                          19(19)  OCTOBER                            22 (22)  NOVEMBER                     18 (19) 

  M     T    W  TH    F  M T W TH F  M T W TH F  M T W TH F 

               1  2     3  * 4   5      6        1 2     3 

      4     5 6 7 8      9 10    11   12   13  6  *--     8 9 10 

      11 12 13 14 15  16 17 *18 *19 *20  13 14 * 15 *16   17 

      24   25  18 19    20 21 22  23 24    25     26     27  20  21    22 23 24 

  28   29   30   31       25 26 *27 28 29  30   31           27 28    29 30  

24-All Teachers Report 
24, 25, 28, 29-Staff Development Days 
30 – Students Report 
 

 4 - Labor Day - Schools Closed 
25 -Yom Kippur – Schools Closed 
*27-3 hr. Early Dismissal – K-6 Only 
Staff Development 

 *4 - 3 hr. Early Dismissal - Staff Dev. 
*18, 19, 20--3 hr. early dismissal-
Elementary, Reed and Middle  
School Conferences 

 *7-Election Day-Schools Closed for  

Students, Staff Development   
*15 & 16-3 hr. Early Dismissal 
       High School Conferences 
 22, 23, 24-Thanksgiving  Recess 

DECEMBER                           16(16)     JANUARY                             21(21)  FEBRUARY                         18(18)  MARCH                                 20(20) 

M T W TH F     M     T   W   TH     F  M T W TH F  M T W TH F 

             1  1 2 3 4     5     1      2              1 

  4   5   6      7    8  8 9 10 11    12  5 6    7 8      9  4 5    6     7     8 

11 12 13 *14   15   15 16 17 18 19  12 13 14   15   16  11   12   13 *14 *15 

18 19 20    21 *22   22 23 24 25 26  19 20 21 22   23  18 19 20 *21 * 22 

25 26 27    28   29   29 30 *31    26 27 28 29   25 26 *27 28  29 

*14 – 3 hr. Delayed Opening - Staff 
                  Self-Directed 
*22--3 hr. Early Dismissal -  Holiday 
25-29-Holiday Recess 
 

  1 -*New Year’s Day – Schools Closed  
15-Martin Luther King Day - Schools 
Closed 
*31 – 3 hr. Early Dismissal – Staff 
Development 

  16 – 20 Schools Closed   *14 & 15-3 hr. Early Dismissal-Elem, 
Reed and Middle School 
Conferences (21 & 22 makeups) 

*14 -High School Conferences 
(21- High School make-up day) 
*27 – 3 hr. Early Dismissal 7-12 Only- 
PSAT/SAT Testing Day/Staff Dev. 
29 - Good Friday - Schools Closed 

APRIL                                        17(17)  MAY                                         22(22)  JUNE                                               7(7)           

   M   T  W  TH      F  M T W TH F  M T W TH F  Please Note: 

State of Connecticut mandates 180 

calendar days for students. Beyond 

the projected June 11 date, school 

cancellation days will be made up 

by adding days through June.  

Last 3 days of the school year will 

be early dismissals. 

    1   2   3   4      5             1 2      3         3   4 5 6      7      

    8   9 10 11    12  6 7 8     9     10      10 ☼11   12   13     14  

  15 16 17 18    19  13 14 *15 16     17      17 18 19 20  21  

  22 23 24 25    26  20 21   22 23     24     24 25 26 27  28  

  29 30     27 28 29 30 31        

15-19 - Schools Closed 

 
 *15- 3 hr. Early dismissal - Staff Dev.                                               

27-Memorial Day- Schools Closed   
     ☼-Projected last day of school   
19 – Juneteenth – Schools Closed for 
staff & students if school is in session 

 

Please Note: Shaded calendar days = 
all schools closed for staff and 
students 

 Open House Dates: Elementary: Sept. 12 & 13 
Reed Intermediate: Sept.  7   
Middle School: Aug. 31 gr. 7, Sept. 6 gr. 8 
High School: Sept.  14    

 Student Days – 182 
 Teacher Days – 187  
 Adopted: March 7, 2023 
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Board of Education 

Newtown, Connecticut 
 
Minutes of the Board of Education special meeting on Wednesday, February 22, 2023 at  
12:00 p.m. in the Board of Education Conference room at 3 Primrose Street. 
 
Present: D. Zukowski, Chair   C. Melillo     

J. Vouros, Vice Chair 
D. Ramsey, Secretary      
J. Kuzma 
     

    
Item 1 – Call to Order 
Ms. Zukowski called the meeting to order at 12:07 p.m. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved that the Board of Education go into executive session for 
the purpose of discussing confidential student records.  Mr. Vouros seconded.  Motion 
passes unanimously. 
 
Item 2 – Student Expulsion Hearing 
The Board was provided with information regarding the student and deliberated on the 
matter. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved that the Newtown Board of Education accept the 
stipulated agreement entered into between the Administration and the Parents of the 
Student who is the subject of this hearing regarding the Student’s expulsion from the 
Newtown Public Schools, and that the Student who is the subject of this hearing shall be 
expelled from the Newtown Public Schools according to the terms and conditions of the 
stipulated agreement.  Mrs. Kuzma seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved to adjourn.  Mr. Vouros seconded.  Motion passes 
unanimously. 
 
Item 3 – Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
       ____________________________ 
           Donald Ramsey 
                Secretary 
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Board of Education 
Newtown, Connecticut 

 
Minutes of the Board of Education meeting held on February 22, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. in the Reed 
Intermediate School library, 3 Trades Lane.     
 
 D. Zukowski, Chair     C. Melillo 

J. Vouros, Vice Chair      A. Uberti 
D. Ramsey, Secretary     T. Vadas    
D. Cruson                 6  Staff   

 J. Kuzma                  5  Public    
J. Larkin                 1  Press    

 A. Plante 
 K. Kunzweiler  
 D. Godino   
 
Ms. Zukowski called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  
Item 1 – Pledge of Allegiance 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved to table the Legislative Update to be untabled no later than before 
Item 6.  Mrs. Larkin seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 3 – Consent Agenda 
MOTION:  Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education approve the consent agenda which 
includes the correspondence report.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 4 – Public Participation 
Item 5 – Reports 
Chair Report: Ms. Zukowski spoke about the busy January and thanked the Board on behalf of 
the students, families, staff and Town for their dedication during the budget process.  Mr. Melillo 
introduced our budget to the Board of Finance last Thursday and was well received.   
 
Superintendent’s Report: Mr. Melillo reported that the State of Connecticut unanimously 
approved free meals for the rest of the school year.  The Newtown High School drama 
production “Into the Woods” will be held March 16 to 19.  The K-12 art teachers will have two 
shows at the Municipal center April 1 to 16 and the Hawley art show will be April 20 to 27. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Mr. Cruson said there were two Policy meetings where the suspension and expulsion policy was 
discussed along with the 4000 series regarding staff.  They also approved the tutoring policy to 
bring to the Board and will work on health-related staff policies.     
 
Mr. Vouros said the Curriculum and Instruction Committee met February 14 and discussed the 
Myth and the Modern World curriculum.  There was also a discussion on the training plan for the 
new K-4 reading program.  
 
Mrs. Larkin reported that the CFF Committee met last week and discussed the financial report 
and the extension of Smart funds for the free lunch.  They discussed transportation and  
Mr. Gerbert gave an update on the Hawley HVAC project which is on time and they are 
expected to be out of Hawley in April.  There was an update on the Middle Gate playground a 
potential update to the non-lapsing fund policy. 
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Mr. Cruson noted the Security and Safety Committee met last Thursday.  Three items discussed 
were the middle school students behavior in Town.  The administrators have been in contact 
with the busineses so it is being dealt with.  The second item was regarding the building project 
next to Hawley School.  They will put up a 5-foot security fence which will include plantings.  
The third item was regarding the table top exercise on April 4 which Board members are invited 
to observe.  Please let him know if anyone will attend and he will share that with Mark 
Pompano. 
 
Mr. Vouros reported that the high school PTSA announced the five first place winners in their 
Reflections Contest.  The winners are Daniella Guerrieri, grade 12, for her essay “Fragments of 
a Broken Home,” Ella Rena, grade 10, with a dance titled “The Language of Satin and Ribbons,” 
Jules Kessler, grade 11, for his music submission “Another 10 Years,” Lily Mindenhall, grade 
12, for a film titled “When you Least Expect It,”, and Julia Arbesman, grade 10, for a film titled 
“Inspiring Characters.”  He thanked the committee headed by Melissa Beylouni and 
congratulated the students.   
 
Student Representatives Report: 
Ms. Kirtana reported that students from the Hope Squad organized a Valentine’s Day activity.  
Winter sports are approaching their championship competition.  The Jazz Band visited UCONN 
for the 2023 Jazz Festival.  French and Spanish students celebrated Mardi Gras and Carnavale 
last week.   
Mr. Godino reported that English I students performed the famous balcony scene from Romeo 
and Juliet.  Members of the Hawks Honors Association visited the middle school regarding what 
to expect at NHS.   
 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved to untable the Legislative Update.  Mrs. Larkin seconded.  Motion 
passes unanimously. 
 
Item 2 – Legislative Update 
Senator Hwang thanked the Board and acknowledged the student Board members. 
Representative Bolinsky thanked the Board for having them at the meeting.   
 
Mrs. Larkin asked about the ECS and how cost sharing would impact Newtown. 
Senator Hwang said the ECS formula is critical to update Boards.  We also have a concept bill 
raised on school buses and how to correct this critical issue.  He complimented Mr. Melillo who 
is cognizant of learning loss and the fiscal challenges on the community.   
 
Mrs. Kuzma asked if there were any regulations regarding special education outplacement and 
how much they can charge districts.   
Representative Bolinsky said we don’t have a good handle on the costs and need to have 
someone accountable at the State level.  We intend to put in protections. 
 
Ms. Zukowski asked them to define fully funded. 
Representative Bolinsky said the concept is to fully fund excess cost but they are not sure what 
the number will be.   
Senator Hwang urged the Board to be disciplined in understanding the budget.  There’s a lot of 
money in these proposals but to use caution to not count on all of that money coming to you. 
 
Representative Bolinsky spoke about reading literacy programs   The Commissioner’s office 
understands the waiver process is complicated with a February 28 deadline. 
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Mrs. Larkin asked if there was transportation help for districts because the families are paying 
the price and will there be help from the State or Department of Education.   
 
Senator Hwang said this is a student safety process and operational nightmare.  He spoke to 
three points regarding this issue.  The first is to fully understand why there is a critical shortage 
so they asked to the Commissioner of the DMV to accelerate the cdl licensing process.  The 
second is to have the conversation with bus companies to ask them the structural needs and 
policy assistance they could offer them and the third is that the owners said it isn’t much about 
salary but about the benefits to keep drivers.  He proposed some cost saving recommendations.  
They are working on a bill that will incorporate those things because this is a priority. 
 
Representative Bolinsky said we have to look at the statutory requirements.  A consolidation is 
also possible because some students never take the bus.   
 
Ms. Zukowski said the higher number of tiers allows the drives to make more money.  We have 
a two-tier system now and some have said we should have three tiers. 
   
Mr. Melillo said we went to a two-tier system which allows the high school to start later and was 
educationally sound.  The bus company decided how to compensate their drivers. We are 
almost being pushed to compromise an educationally sound system by moving the tiers.     
 
Mr. Vouros said to keep in mind that we spent years on this and did wonderful research on the 
health and benefit of students to have a schedule that was best for them.  We aren’t going to 
jeopardize that by discussing the school start time.   
 
Mrs. Larkin noted that insurance is big piece of our budget. 
Senator Hwang spoke about the expense of insurance and that they are looking at solutions to 
minimize the costs.  Their proposal is using benchmarking which we’ve never had. They also 
asked the pharmaceutical companies to lower costs. 
 
Representative Marty Foncello joined the meeting.     
Mr. Ramsey was concerned about the shortage of teachers and asked strategies the State 
would adopt to assist districts.     
 
Mr. Cruson asked if there was any discussion about providing free lunches into the 2023-2024 
school year. 
Representative Bolinsky said there were a couple of bills regarding that.  Some districts feel it’s 
a necessity and needs to be justified. 
 
Representative Foncello noted that his wife is a teacher and was an administrator.  He also 
taught at WesConn as an adjunct professor. 
 
Item 5 – Reports (continued) 
Financial Report: 
Mrs. Vadas spoke about the financial report and transfers. 
 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education approve the financial report and 
transfers for the month ending January 31, 2023.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes 
unanimously. 
 
Item 6 – Presentations 
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First Read of Honors Physics Curriculum: 
This curriculum was presented by Kim Lowell and Chris Canfield. 
 
iReady Mid-Year Data Update: 
Kara DiBartolo presented this information. 
 
Mr. Ramsey asked if Mrs. DiBartolo accepted the fact that the mastering of the six domains of 
reading may enhance social and emotional well-being and was it also true that vocabulary  
enhances the domains of reading.  If so, can we incorporate vocabulary to enhance reading? 
Mrs. DiBartolo believes social emotional learning and the six domains will be enhanced with 
vocabulary which enhances comprehension and should be dispersed throughout the day. 
 
Mrs. Plante wasn’t sure how to compare us to other districts and was concerned about students 
who are one grade level behind. 
Mrs. DiBartolo said the data is based on where our students are.  It’s hard to compare with other 
districts because they don’t use the same programs.  It’s best to compare within our district. 
 
Mrs. Larkin was concerned about fifth grade students and the use of technology for intervention 
and support. 
Mrs. DiBartolo said we have been having that conversation with grade K-8 administrators.  We 
do not want students in front of a computer because that does not replace a teacher.  The 
interventionists work with the teacher and a computer component.   
 
Mrs. Larkin encouraged less use of technology.  Regarding action steps, she hopes we move 
more away from what we are going to do regarding the five to seven years of recovery from 
COVID and implement quickly. 
 
Mr. Vouros said for the students that have a learning loss what is the game plan for parental 
involvement to help the teacher focus in on how they get their child where they need to be 
before the end of the year?  Are their parental meetings? 
 
Mrs. DiBartolo said iReady has reports that are sent to parents. Teachers are in constant 
communication with parents.  There may not be the support children need at home so we look 
at what else we can do for these students.   
 
Mr. Melillo said we are taking the data points to drive instruction.  The tools used in the remote 
world carried over into the classroom.  We are working with our teachers and bringing best 
practice back into the classroom and bringing those discussions into PD and with our 
interventionists.  We have expectations that there is loss of learning but we are seeing a lot of 
growth in our students.   
 
Mrs. Uberti spoke about our comparison with other districts.  iReady implemented a chart and 
the four Newtown schools were in the upper percentage regarding growth and are performing in 
the upper quadrant.  We feel there are students on track.  Teachers feels students are making 
outstanding growth, particularly in math.  Interventions are being used by teachers.   
 
Ms. Zukowski spoke about the two facets of growth performance.   
Mrs. Uberti said typical growth is what you expect after a full year.  To catch students up may 
take more than one year.   
Ms. Zukowski ask if there was a way to know how much progress we are making. 
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Mrs. Uberti said learning is not linear.  This test is helping us identify how we are catching them 
up. 
Ms. Zukowski asked if there was any way we can get information from the aggregate data 
regarding interrupted learning. 
Mr. Melillo said the goal line changes over time and changes mid-year.  Students are learning at 
an accelerated pace.     
 
Item 7 – Old Business 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education approve Policy 4118.12/4218.12 
Freedom of Speech and Use of Media Including Social Media.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion 
passes unanimously.   
 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education approve Policy 4118.5/4218.5 
Acceptable use of Computer Systems and Electronic Communications.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education rescind Policy 9300 Methods of 
Operation.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Transportation Update: 
Mrs. Vadas noted that we are fully staffed with two drivers from different towns and two 
employees who have CDLs who can help.  We have nine who started classes in January and 
will be ready in mid-March.  A lot of applications are coming in.   
 
Item 8 – New Business 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education approve the minutes of February 7, 
2023.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 9 – Public Participation 
MOTION: Mr. Cruson moved to adjourn.  Mrs. Plante seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 10 – Adjournment  
The meeting adjourned at 9:47 p.m.  
 
      Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
      _____________________________________ 
                 Donald Ramsey 
           Secretary 
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