
Please Note: These minutes are pending Board approval. 
Board of Education 

Newtown, Connecticut 
 

Minutes of the Board of Education meeting held on June 6, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. in the Reed 
Intermediate School Library.    
 
 D. Zukowski, Chair     C. Melillo 

J. Vouros, Vice Chair     A. Uberti 
D. Ramsey, Secretary     T. Vadas (8:00 p.m.) 
D. Cruson                40 Staff   

 A. Plante               50 Public    
 K. Kunzweiler              1 Press 
 D. Godino  
 
Mr. Vouros called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education go into executive session for a 
discussion and possible action on the appointment of the Newtown High School Assistant 
Principal and invited Mr. Melillo.  Mr. Ramsey seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 1 – Executive Session 
The Board met regarding the Newtown High School Assistant Principal position. 
Item 2 – Pledge of Allegiance 
Item 3 – Appointment of Newtown High School Assistant Principal 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education accept the recommendation of the 
Superintendent and appoint Paul Ribeiro Assistant Principal of Newtown High School with a 
start date on or about July 3, 2023.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously.  
 
Mr. Melillo said there were 107 applicants for this position.  It was a rigorous process but Paul 
rose to the top.  He currently is assistant principal at Darien High School and comes to us with a 
lot of experience.  He lives in Newtown and we are lucky to have him.  Congratulations and he 
looks forward to working with him. 
 
Item 4 – Celebration of Excellence 
Top 5% of the Newtown High School 2023 Graduating Class: 
Dr. Longobucco introduced the following students who are in the top 5% of the 2023 graduating 
class.  Those honored include Logan Akbas, Paige Armstrong, Connor Dullinger, Jennifer 
Dushi, Daniel Godino, Olivia Guizzo, Brooke Kinsey, Anna Ochs, Kate Shirk, Madison Singlak, 
Andrew Sposato, Nicholas Tetreault, Connor Troy, Siddarth Vakacherla, Lauren Jacobs, the 
Salutatorian, and Kirtana Kunzweiler the Valedictorian.  Shreyas Potnuru was unable to attend. 
 
CABE Student Leadership Awards: 
Mr. Melillo spoke about the CABE Student Leadership Awards, which are presented to two 
students from the middle school and two from the high school who exhibit exemplary leadership 
skills.  From Newtown Middle School Maria Souza and Alexia Young and from Newtown High 
School Ella Featherstone and Miguel Gutierrez received this award.  
 
Retiree Recognition: 
Mr. Melillo introduced the retirees, which included Maryann Bisson, special education teacher at 
Newtown Middle School, Bonita Cartoun, third grade teacher at Head O’Meadow School, Karen 
King, sixth grade teacher at Reed Intermediate School, Dana Manning, Assistant Principal at 
Newtown High School, Kathleen Papp, special education teacher at Reed Intermediate School,  
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Nancy Scallon, reading teacher at Reed Intermediate School, Kathleen Swift, English teacher at 
Newtown High School, and Tim Tallcouch, chemistry teacher at Newtown High School. 
 
Item 5 – Consent Agenda 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education approve the consent agenda which 
includes the correspondence report.  Mr. Cruson seconded.     
Mr. Ramsey thanked Mr. Cruson for compiling this report. 
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 6 – Public Participation 
Item 7 – Reports 
There was no chair report.   
Superintendent’s Report: Mr. Melillo attended the Middle Gate Auuthor’s Tea with first grade 
students.  He is looking forward to the high school graduation on June 13 at 5:00 p.m. and the 
middle school moving-up ceremonies June 12 at 3:00 and 5:00 p.m.   
 
Committee Reports: 
Mr. Cruson said the Policy Committee met June 4 and continues with the employee policies and 
the administration of medicine policy. Two policies for a second read are on tonight’s agenda. 
 
Mrs. Plante reported that the DEI Committee met June 1 with presentations from Kellen Nixon 
and his colleagues and the Students Advocating for Diversity and Equity from the high school. 
   
Mr. Ramsey visited the middle school art show in the library which was very impressive. 
Mr. Vouros was invited to be a book buddy with the middle school orange cluster which was a 
beautiful experience for parents and students.   
 
Student Reports:  
Mr. Godino reported that seniors have enjoyed the end of year festivities with a trip to Six Flags 
and a school carnival.  Leo’s Club had a dinner to recognize students for their dedication to 
volunteerism in the community.  Sports continued to finish their seasons strong with both 
softball and girls lacrosse coming out on top for their SWC titles. 
 
Ms. Kunzweiler said the annual awards ceremony was held.  AP French and Spanish students 
ended the year with field trips and first year social studies students took part in an event in 
honor of Holocaust Remembrance Day.  The students thanked the Board for welcoming them 
this year and were grateful for this opportunity. 
 
Mr. Godino introduced Gabe Petertonjes and Isabel Khazadian who will be the new student 
representative next year.   
Mr. Vouros gave the students a parting gift and thanked them for their reporting of high school 
events this year. 
 
Item 8 – Presentations 
Grade 7 and 8 Kitchen Science Curriculum: 
Beth Iaciofano, who teaches this course, spoke about the curriculum. 
Mr. Vouros thanked Mrs. Uberti and Mr. Ross for keeping that program alive. 
 
DEI Update:   
Mr. Melillo introduced Kellen Nixon and Jana Briggs who provided an update on their work. 
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Mr. Nixon said their mission is to provide innovative solutions to the community, non-profit 
organizations and Pre-K to 16 education sectors that promote a stronger sense of a diverse, 
human-centered culture and organizational purpose.   
 
Ms. Briggs shared the work they have been doing since February.  They created a 60-day 
needs assessment through meeting with diverse groups of people including Board members, 
students and staff to get an idea of how the Newtown Public Schools currently functions.  After 
the culmination of their 60-day assessment, they developed four goals and objectives which is 
their DEI work plan to be spread over three years.   
 
Mrs. Plant was looking forward to beginning this work with them. 
Mr. Cruson appreciates them being here tonight and taking time to meet with the Board 
members. 
Mr. Ramsey appreciated the discussion they had on classroom instruction and the responsive 
classroom.  He asked if this presentation was at the schools also. 
Mr. Nixon said they have not presented to the schools yet. 
 
Mrs. Uberti said the first step is to share this with the administrators which we expect to do at 
the retreat this summer.  There will also be planning at the school level.   
 
Strategic Plan Update: 
Mr. Melillo introduced Richard Lemons who we have been working with and this draft proposal 
was coming to the Board so they can provide feedback. Mr. Lemons reviewed the draft proposal 
of the strategic plan which included the process, the portrait of the Newtown graduate, core 
values of the community, diversity, equity and inclusion statement, strategic priorities and the 
continuous improvement process. 
 
Mr. Ramsey asked if Mr. Melillo and Mrs. Uberti how they felt about the plan on a practical level 
to communicate with everyone. 
 
Mr. Melillo said we were waiting for this information and are now creating a plan we will work 
around to be sure students get what they need.  We will have a strategic plan in each school 
which will connect to the district plan.  He likes the plan and we will bring students to a higher 
level with this plan. It will also connect with school level plans.  Item 4 is around family 
engagement but we want families to have a voice.  There was a bit of a disconnect since the 
pandemic.  We have a Parent Advocacy Council which is in each school with parents coming 
together to meet with teachers and administrators.   
 
Item 9 – Old Business 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education rescind Policy 4-301 Appointment and 
Duties of School Medical Advisor.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education approve Policy 4215.1 Evaluation of 
School Nurses.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 10 – New Business 
Newtown Federation of Educational Personnel Contract: 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education approve the ratified Newtown 
Federation of Educational Personnel Contract July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2026.  Mr. Cruson 
seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
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Custodians and Maintenance Association Contract: 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education approve the ratified Newtown Schools 
Custodians and Maintenance Association Contract July 1, 1023 to June 30, 2026.  Mr. Ramsey 
seconded. Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Healthy Food Certification:. 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that pursuant to C.G.S. Section 10-215f, the Board of Education 
or governing authority certifies that all food items offered for sale to students in the schools 
under its jurisdiction, and not exempted from the Connecticut Nutrition Standards published by 
the Connecticut State Department of Education, will comply with the Connecticut Nutrition 
Standards during the period of July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2024. This certification shall 
include all food offered for sale to students separately from reimbursable meals at all times and 
from all sources, including but not limited to school stores, vending machines, school cafeterias, 
culinary programs, and any fundraising activities on school premises sponsored by the school or 
non-school organizations and groups. Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education or governing authority will allow the 
sale to students of food items that do not meet the Connecticut Nutrition Standards and 
beverages not listed in Section 10-221q of the Connecticut General Statutes provided that the 
following conditions are met: 1) the sale is in connection with an event occurring after the end of 
the regular school day or on the weekend; 2) the sale is at the location of the event; and 3) the 
food and beverage items are not sold from a vending machine or school store. An “event” is an 
occurrence that involves more than just a regularly scheduled practice, meeting, or 
extracurricular activity. For example, soccer games, school plays, and interscholastic debates 
are events but soccer practices, play rehearsals, and debate team meetings are not. The 
“regular school day” is the period from midnight before to 30 minutes after the end of the official 
school day. “Location” means where the event is being held and must be the same place as the 
food and beverage sales.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Action on Minutes: 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education approve the minutes of May 16, 2023.  
Mr. Cruson seconded. Motion passes unanimously. 

 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education approve the minutes of May 23, 2023.  
Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 11 – Public Participation 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education go into executive session for a 
discussion and possible action on non-union salary increases and a personnel request and 
invite Mr. Melillo and Mrs. Vadas.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 12 – Executive Session 
The Board went into executive session at 8:30 p.m.  
 
Item 13 – Public Session for Action on Executive Session items. 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education approve the salary adjustments for all 
non-union employees for 2023-2024 as per the Superintendent’s recommendation.  Mr. Cruson 
seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
MOTION: Mrs. Plante moved that the Board of Education, in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 10-151 of the Connecticut General Statutes, terminate the contract of employment of  
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Cheryl Stewart-McCaffrey effective June 30, 2023, as a result of the elimination of the position 
to which Ms. Stewart-McCaffrey was appointed, and the lack of any position to which Ms. 
Stewart-McCaffrey can be appointed, and moved further that the Superintendent of Schools is 
directed to advise Ms. Stewart-McCaffrey in writing of this action.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  
Motion passes unanimously.   
 
MOTION: Mr. Cruson moved to adjourn.  Mr. Ramsey seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 14 - Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:33 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
       
      ___________________________________ 
                Donald Ramsey 
          Secretary 
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